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Hon’ble Prime Minister, Narendra Modi at the Heritage Village, in Meghalaya on May 28, 2016.



NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister

7, Lok Kalyan Marg
ew Delhi

MESS AGE

It is a pleasure to learn that the North Eastern Council (NEC) is bringing out a
commemorative document named ‘Golden Footprints - Documentation of

50 glorious years’ journey’ to mark the completion of 50 years of existence of NEC.

Heartiest congratulations and greetings to everyone associated with the Council, as
well as the wonderful people of India’s North Eastern region on this occasion.

The Golden Jubilee celebration of NEC is a proud and momentous moment for
everyone associated with the organisation during its five-decade journey. The NEC
personnel have served the region and the nation with dedication and commitment.

We are taking development to the doorsteps of the people of the North Eastern region.
Be it connectivity or culture, infrastructure or investment, textiles or tradition, organic
farming or bamboo cultivation, in every domain, we have taken unprecedented steps
that are making this region a growth engine for India.

In these efforts, the NEC has played an important role and helped usher in
socio-economic growth by creating opportunities for the people of the region.

Now that this beautiful region has begun to see the benefits of peace, progress and
prosperity, it is time to further intensify our efforts to ensure greater ease of living and
fulfil the aspirations of the people.

The Amrit Kaal of next 25 years provides us an opportunity to fulfil our collective
resolve to build a strong, self-reliant India. I am sure that the NEC will continue to add
strength to our efforts.

May the commemorative document showcase the Golden Jubilee celebrations, as well
as the achievements of the Council over the last 50 years. I wish the North Eastern
Council the very best for future endeavours.

ew Delhi kTT
New Delh ‘7—-7& -4

TSIV 09, Held 1944
30th November, 2022 NARENDRA MODI
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G KISHAN REDDY Vigyan Bhawan Annexe
Minister of Culture, Tourism and {\/Iaulana Azad Road
Development of North Eastern Region New Delhi

MESS AGE

My heartiest congratulations to the North Eastern Council for documenting
and publishing “Golden Footprints - Documentation of 50 Glorious Years’
Journey”. This book details the various achievements made by the NEC
over the years for the development of the North East Region. Despite many

challenges, NEC was able to provide strategic vision to the Region especially in

the initial years when the members States where newly created and since then
has been instrumental increasing many iconic institutions and developing basic

infrastructure.
The book also details the efforts made by the NEC for creating employment
opportunities, uplifting many communities, and integrating the Region with the

rest of the country. I am sure NEC will go from strength to strength.

I once again wish NEC all the best for the next phase of its journey.

New Delhi
16th November, 2022 G KISHAN REDDY
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LOK RANJAN Vig{\s}[n Bhawan Annexe
Secretary, Ministry of MDoNER aulana Azad Road
New Delhi

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

MESSAGE

It is a proud moment that the North Fastern Council (NEC) has successfully
completed 50 years. It is also bringing out “Golden Footprints -
Documentation of 50 Glorious Years’ Journey”, a book to document its

journey.

It was indeed a privilege to be associated with the NEC as administrative
Ministry and to have had a part to play in creating many iconic institutions and
landmark projects which have changed the landscape of the Northeast and

brought about a quantum shift in the economic well-being of its people.

It may not be out of place to note that with the active involvement of the NEC,
the Region could accomplish so much thus far. The NEC has worked hard to
touch and make a difference in the lives of common people and marginalized
communities of the Region, by enabling their access to the benefits of various

government schemes and projects.

I also appreciate that this book would not be just a catalogue of NEC projects
but a narration of how NEC has adapted and is helping the NE Region to
adopt to the changing needs of the Region.

My best wishes to NEC on this landmark occasion and for all its future

endeavors.

New Delhi
24th November, 2022 LOK RANJAN



Air Marshal (Retd.)

ANJAN KUMAR GOGOI
PVSM, AVSM, VSM

Member NEC

Nongrim Hills,
Shillong, Meghalaya

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000002

MESS AGE

I have always maintained that the NEC is one organization for which nothing is
‘impossible’. It knows the fine art of converting impossible to “I am possible”
and this has been demonstrated by its work spread over five decades. The book
depicting its 50-years journey is all about the projects which people thought were

not doable or too costly to implement, the NEC not only completed them on

time but also ensured they were top notch in quality. Thanks to its stringent
quality standards and protocols, no project in its half a century long journey has
been branded substandard and not withstood the test of time.

The NEC officials are hardworking and committed lot who do not mind burning
midnight oil to achieve goals promised by them. For NEC self discipline and
timely delivery of projects is everything. The “Golden Footprints” is testimony
to that. The book though might look easy and debonair but is a result of months
of research and meticulous design and content. I have no doubt that this book
would inspire many other institutions to undertake such a journey with the same
fervor. I congratulate all my NEC friends for publishing such a fantastic book.

w-

Shillong - TAir Marshal (Retd.)
5th December, 2022 ANJAN KUMAR GOGOI



K MOSES CHALAI, TAS
Secretary, NEC

Nongrim Hills,
Shillong, Meghalaya

MESS AGE

I am very glad to see North Eastern Council (NEC) able to systematically
document and trace its developmental journey of the last 50 years with the States
and Stakeholders of North Eastern Region (NER), which is brought out in the
form of “GOLDEN FOOTPRINTS - 50 years’ journey of North Eastern
Council”. The book is an outcome of carefully detailed research made and

capturing the commendable achievements made by NEC by way of beautiful

narratives and photography of excellent photographs spanning across the region.
It successfully captured the turns and events over the decades, whereby NEC
successfully provided critical needs in realms of infrastructures/ assets creation,
establishment of iconic institutions and successful interventions in different
sectors including successful livelihood interventions. Looking at the book, I am
sure that we all will appreciate that NEC has done fair justice as an Institute
and has all the potentials to do equally well and even better in days to come.
I honour and thank all who have affectionately contributed so much towards the
Council both in the past and present.

I sincerely greet and wish all the respected stakeholders of NEC and the citizens
of NER on this 50th year of NEC establishment.

Shillong
24th November, 2022

K MOSES CHALAI



L NORTH EASTERN COUNCIL:
A BEACON OF HOPE

The magnitude of NEC’s work and importance has grown by leaps and bounds over decades since its constitution in 1971-72,
instrumental as it has been in setting up iconic institutions and infrastructure of substantial public significance in the North Eastern Region

CHAPTER NORTH EAST INDIA:
THE COUNTRY'’S EIGHT
WONDERS

North Eastern stretch of India is a culturally rich region which has
inspired some very important and celebrated musicians, artists,
filmmakers and writers. It also boasts one of the highest per capita
incomes in Asia. But even today, it happens to be among most
unexplored ethnic regions in India

= |

CHAPTER THE BIRTH OF
A NEW ENTITY

Constituted and inaugurated at a time when North Eastern
Region, entire country and its neighbourhood were in
turmoil, North Eastern Council came as an invigorating
force to create a plethora of avenues for all eight States
for mutual cooperation and development

CHAPTER

A DREAM COMES TRUE,
AN IDEA TAKES SHAPE

The NEC’s novel, significant and
permanent presence provided legitimate
opportunities to various States and groups
in North East India to develop the concept
of ‘oneness’ for the region’s overall
economic and infrastructural development



CHAPTER _ | CONNECTING PEOPLE’S

LIVES TO DEVELOPMENT

Realising that it was important for North East Region’s people to mingle with the outside world,
NEC made conscious and sincere efforts to bring more connectivity and opportunities to the
region and touch people’s lives in a way so as to make a positive impact

CHAPTER

A BEND IN THE ROAD
TO SET NEW PACE FOR
THE DECADES AHEAD

The first decennium of new
millennium bore fruits of the
opening of India’s economy in
1990s. It recorded a number of

CHAPTER

NO SPEED LIMITS, ONLY
MOMENTOUS MILESTONES
ON THIS ROAD TO SUCCESS

CHAPTER | OVERCOMING THE MOUNTAIN

OF A CHALLENGE

The road was rocky due to a resource crunch and cuts in budsetary allocations but NEC
relied on innovations and smart cost-cutting measures to fight the odds and come up
trumps. And it ensured community participation in developmental projects

WHEN ACTUAL WORTH

Y & SLAo4® . IS MORE THAN THE SUM

TOTAL OF PARTS

As traditional wisdom goes, the
might of the fist is much more than
the strength of individual fingers. The
same holds true for the NEC's sectors

which, though poles apart in their
functions, complement one another
like a well-oiled machinery to perform
impeccably

Zealously following the “re-orient and upgrade” mantra laid down by the Prime
Minister, NEC took rapid strides to develop itself as a state-of-the-art resource centre.
Focus is also on the NER's endangered languages and degraded forest areas besides
increased usage of space technology for development planning

strategic milestones which modified
NEC’s composition and helped

it equip itself for swifter planning
and execution of people-friendly
schemes across NER

CHAPTER

COMMITMENT
CONVERGE

The Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region has been a sgame
changer in pursuing overall development of the North East, guiding the
region to accomplish several milestones and contrioute enormously to
national growth

NEC IS FUTURE READY!

Having established itself firmly as an entity of substance for
NER’s development, the North Eastern Council has its work
cut out for the journey ahead. With its focus firmly set on IT
and ITES sectors, the Council is future ready to reorient and
upgrade itself

IMPLEMENTING
AGENCIES & CNA



CHAIRMAN OVER THE YEARS
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B. K. NEHRU L.P. SINGH PRAKASH MEHROTRA BHISHMA NARAYAN SINGH HARIDEO JOSHI D.D. THAKUR
1.8.1972 70 18.9.1973 19.9.1973 TO 11.8.1981 18.6.1982 TO 28.3.1984 16.4.1984 TO 10.5.1989 11.5.1989 TO 26.7.1989 23.5.1990 TO 15.3.1991

LOKNATH MISHRA S.N. DWIVEDY MADHUKAR DIGHE MATA PRASAD LT GEN(RETD) S K SINHA ARAVIND DAVE
16.3.1991 TO 29.4.1991 30.4.1991 T0 4.7.1993 5.7.1993 TO 20.10.1993 20.10.1993 TO 16.5.1999 17.5.1999 TO 1.8.1999 2.8.1999 TO 15.11.1999

LT GEN (RETD) S K SINHA LT GEN ( RETD) AJAI SINGH PR. KYNDIAH MANI SHANKAR AIYAR DR MANMOHAN SINGH B.K. HANDIQUE
16.11.1999 TO 31.5.2003 3.6.2003 TO 15.3.2005 16.3.2005 TO 24.10.2006 25.10.2006 TO 22.5.2009 23.5.2009 TO 28.5.2009 28.5.2009 TO 12.7.2011

PABAN SINGH GHATOWAR  GEN (RETD) V K SINGH DR. JITENDRA-SINGH RAINATH SINGH * AMIT SHAH G. KISHAN REDDY
12.7.2011 TO 26.5.2014 27.5.2014 TO 9.11.2014 9.11.2014 to 6.7.2018 7.7.2018 TO 30.5.2019 30.5.2019 TO TILL DATE (VICE CHAIRMAN) 2021 TO TILL DATE
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D.K. BHATTACHARYA, IAS K. MIRANI, IAS GYAN CHAND, IAS PH. TRIVEDI, IAS R.K. TIKKU, IAS D.W. TELANG, IAS
01.08.72 70 23.03.75 93.03.1976 TO 01.03.82 01.03.82 70 31.03.83 24.03.83 7O 11.07.86 26.09.86 TO 08.01.90 12.01.90 TO 31.08.90
| ‘ IAS (Retl
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L.M. MENEZES, IAS H.A.D. SAWIAN, IAS TAKAP RINGU, 1AS J.S. SYIEM, 1AS H.W.T. SYIEM, I1AS PL. THANGA, IAS
03.09.90 7O 01.01.93 95.07.93 70 31.08.96 01.09.96 TO 19.07.99 92.07.99 TO 12.03.2000 05.04.2000 TO 30.07.02 05.08.02 TO 12.08.04

KAMAL TAORI H.V. LALRINGA, IAS SUSHMA SINGH, I1AS FALGUNI RAJ KUMAR, IAS JARNAIL SINGH, IAS U.K. SANGMA, |IAS
13.08.04 TO 18.07.05 09.08.05 TO 28.02.07 01.03.07 TO 08.08.07 09.08.07 TO 03.01.09 01.02.09 TO 02.03.09 03.03.09 TO 07.05.13

AMEISING LUIKHAM IAS ¢\ BROHMO CHAUDHURY, IES RAM MULVAH, 1AS K. MOSES CHALAI
07.05.13 70 12.06.15 24.06.15 TO 09.09.15 10.09.15 7O 05.11.19 05.11.19 TO till date
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CHAPTER ONE

NORTH EASTERN
COUNCIL:
A BEACON OF HOPE

The magnitude of NEC’s work and
importance has grown by leaps and bounds
over decades since its constitution in
1971-72, instrumental as it has been in setting
up iconic institutions and infrastructure of
substantial public significance in the North
Eastern Region

en India won Independence from the British

in 1947, the ‘North Eastern Region’ (NER)

of British India consisted only of Assam

and princely States of Manipur and Tripura.

Subsequently, Nagaland in 1963, Meghalaya

in 1972, Arunachal Pradesh in 1975, and Mizoram in 1987 were
A river flows quietly through Arunachal Pradesh's countryside formed out of the large territory of Assam. Manipur and Tripura
258 @eliple Cie e R S LANICA STEeLT €Tl remained India’s Union Territories from 1956 until 1972, when they

1 5 H North Eastern Council I



were granted full statehood by the Centre. Sikkim was integrated in
2002 as the eighth North Fastern Council (NEC) State, long after
its inauguration in 1972.

The Council got a major leg-up when Department of Development
of North Eastern Region (DoNER) was set up in September
2001 under Bharatiya Janata Party’s regime at the Centre, and
later converted into a full-fledged Ministry in 2004. MDoNER is
responsible for planning, execution and monitoring developmental
schemes and projects in North East India. Itis the only Ministry with
a territorial jurisdiction and functions to coordinate developmental
efforts in North Eastern Region.

It functions as Central Government’s nodal Ministry to deal with
matters related to the socio-economic development of North
East India’s eight States, acting as a facilitator between Central
Ministries/Departments and State Governments of North Eastern
Region in their economic development, including the removal of
infrastructural bottlenecks, provision of basic minimum services,
creating an environment for private investment and to remove
impediments to lasting peace and security. It coordinates with
specific Ministries and departments responsible for implementation
of programmes or facilitating development initiatives. However,
the Ministry or department concerned retains responsibility for the
project’s implementation.

The North Eastern Council, which is chaired by the Hon’ble Home
Minister, with the Hon’ble Minister of the Development of North
Eastern Region (MDoNER) as its vice-chairman, comprises all eight
North Eastern States’ Governors and Chief Ministers and three
Members nominated by the President of India (including Secretary,
MDoNER, who is ex officio Member). The NEC Secretariat is
headed by a full-time Secretary in the rank of Additional Secretary/

N 1 6 ® North Eastern Council
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Hon’ble Prime Minister, Narendra Modi speaks at the inauguration of 65th Plenary Session of North Eastern Council, in the presence of the then DoNER Minister,
Dr. Jitender Singh and other dignitaries in Shillong on May, 2016.

1 7 B North Eastern Council




Secretary to the Government of India. The Ministry of Development
of North Eastern Region (MDoNER) has been urging all Central
Ministries/Departments concerned to formulate relevant socio-
economic programmes and projects in the region. The Ministries
are also invited to spell out their development plans, achievements
and ongoing activities in the region during NEC’s routine and other
review meetings.

The NEC implements two fully funded schemes: (a) Schemes of
the NEC,; and, (b) North East Road Sector Development Scheme
(NERSDS).

SCHEMES OF THE NEC

The NEC undertakes projects in various sectors like bamboo,
piggery, regional tourism, higher education, tertiary health care

I 1 8 W North Eastern Council
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(including health education) and special intervention in backward
areas, livelihood projects, Science & Technology (S&T) intervention
across North Eastern Region, besides survey and investigations and
promotion of NER under its ‘Schemes of NEC’.

Currently, the ‘Schemes of NEC’ is 100 per cent Centrally funded.
As per Cabinet’s approval of January 29, 2020, total allocation/funds
available to NEC under it are divided into three components: (a) 30
per cent of NEC’s allocation for new projects under existing ‘Schemes
of NEC’ is earmarked for focused development of deprived areas
(neglected sections of society and emerging priority sectors in North
Eastern States); (b) 60 per cent of the remaining allocation is utilised
as State component as per their share on normative allocation basis;
and, (c) 40 per cent as Central Component primarily for projects
having a regional character.
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