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The Shri Sankardeva Nethralaya in Guwahati.

NEC was transferred to the Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare in 2007. The Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Regional
Institute of Mental Health (LGBRIMH), Tezpur, Assam, is
again an NEC institution. It may be mentioned that the NEC,
with the Central Government’s approval, had earlier taken
over the Lokopriya Gopinath Bordoloi Institute of Mental
Health (LGBIMH) from the Government of Assam and re-
designated it as a regional institute — namely the Lokopriya
Gopinath Bordoloi Regional Institute of Mental Health
(LGBRIMH) with the objective of setting up better facilities

MANY INSTITUTES HAVE COME UP
IN RECENT YEARS AND HELPED
THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO TRAIN
THEMSELVES IN HEALTH SERVICES.
THE COUNCIL HAS ALREADY
UPGRADED SEVERAL HOSPITALS
AND EXISTING FACILITIES
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(Above and below) The SAN-KER health facility in Shillong

TODAY THE HEALTH MAP
OF THE NORTH EAST HAS
CHANGED COMPLETELY;

IT IS DOTTED WITH SEVERAL
HOSPITALS AND RESEARCH
FACILITIES



The State Medlical Library at the Civil Hospital in Aizwal, Mizoram.

for investigation, diagnosis and treatment of the mentally-ill
patients of the NER and to develop it into a proper training and

teaching institute.

Similarly, Dr B Barooah Cancer Institute (BBCI), Guwahati, which
is a flagship cancer institute, was under the NEC. The Institute was
setupin1974atGuwahati, Assam,asaprivatehospitalbyavoluntary
organisation for treating cancer patients. It is the first and the only
institute of its type in the entire NER. In 1986, the Assam

Government took over the institute with all its assets and liabilities.

The Assam Government entered into a tripartite agreement
with the NEC and the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE),
Government of India, in November 1989 for a revitalisation
plan with the objective of mobilising resources for developing
the institute. The NEC and other agencies (Government of
Assam and DAE) supported BBCI, Guwahati, under various
Revitalisation Plan Phases (RPP I-1V). As per the EFC meeting
on February 18, 2014, the recurring cost was recommended
for approval in the Phase-1V duration or till taking over of the
institute by the Department of Atomic Energy. m
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HRD&E

HARNESSING HUMAN RESOURCES

Human Resources Development and Employment (HRD&E) is
one of the important sectors in the NEC Secretariat. This sector
deals with education, sports, social welfare, skill development
and training. In addition to planning, it plays a catalytic role in
infrastructure development and promotional activities in all the NE
States in education, sports, social welfare and employment. It works
for augmenting human resource capabilities in the region, which
requires building skills among people so that they themselves can
become an agent of change and development. The major initiatives
of the sector include gap funding for infrastructure development
in education, sports and social sector; promotion of science and
mathematics for improvement of quality education in the region and
support for sports and youth promotion activities for productive

engagement of youth and to wean them away from social unrest.

The NER Vision 2020 has aptly identified that “in any people-centric
vision of NER, education and the building of skills and knowledge
will be the cornerstone. This is the only capital that people without
land and financial capital can acquire to enhance their income
streams and improve their living conditions. In the development
process, education is vital to growth across all sectors”. With a view
to bridging the infrastructure bottlenecks in the educational sectort,
sports and related areas, the HRD&E sector has launched several
schemes, including infrastructure development of educational
institutes in the NER, financial support to the region’s students,
development of sports and youth activities, development and

promotion of education and social sector.
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EDUCATION AS THE MAIN DRIVER

HRD&E also plays a key role in several sectors. Education is the
main driver of Human Resources Development. It primarily shapes
the future of our nation and is in need of quality investment to
realise the aspirations of its over 1.25 billion people. India spends
about 4.13 per cent of its GDP on education which, though higher
than most South Asian countries (Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka), is lower than what other BRICS nations spend on education
as a percentage of their GDP. The Ministry of Human Resource

Development of the Government of India has included planned

PN 2 0 0 ® North Eastern Council
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development, including expanding access and improving quality
of educational institutions throughout the nation as one of its
objectives for the education sector. States are encouraged to avail of
Government facilities, schemes and projects for development of the

education sector in the NER.

As far as the North East is concerned, according to the 2011
census, the literacy rate, except for Assam and Arunachal Pradesh,
in the NE States is higher than the national average (74.04 per
cent), with Mizoram topping the list at 91.33 per cent. The rate of
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The BBC Convention Centre in Kohima, Nagaland.

™

literacy is not a problem here; hence, the drive should be more on
adequate and quality secondary and higher education. However,
a study conducted by the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (Ficci) in 2015 revealed that while many
quality institutions for higher education have come up in the
region, primary and secondary education are still areas requiring
improvement in terms of quality and outreach. In this regard, the
NE State Governments can also refer to the ASER-2016 report
published by Pratham for assessing the standard of primary
education and the gaps therein.

As per the report, basic reading and mathematics skills have
shown improvement across the country but the States need
to build up on this momentum. Clear and achievable learning
goals for different stages need to be defined. Another nagging
problem is provincialisation of schools started by people at
the grassroots and standardisation of teachers’ salary for
maintaining quality of education at the primary stage. Moreover,
to bring uniformity and improvement in primary education,
tele-education through satellite facilities in remote areas could
also be considered.
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Teachers taking atmost care of Differently Abled children at Spastic Children care complex at Bawngkawn, Aizwal, Mizoram.

In the area of college education, too, while the number of colleges
has grown significantly over the years, several of them suffer from
lack of qualified and trained teachers, inadequate infrastructure
and pootly equipped laboratories. Besides, there is general lack of
connect with job requirements. Keeping in mind the gaps in the
education sector, the NEC seeks to priorities investments in the

development of human resources.

The Central Government, in order to achieve its vision of
‘Skilled India’, has tasked the Ministry of Skill Development with
coordination of all skill development efforts across the country,
removal of disconnect between demand and supply of skilled
manpower, building the vocational and technical training framework,
skill upgradation, building of new skills and innovative thinking not

only for existing jobs but also for those that are to be created.

As there are a number of sports awards and schemes by the Union
Government as well as the corporate sector (public as well as
private) for the promotion of sports in the country, the States are
encouraged to avail these facilities to the fullest extent. The NEC is
also focused on the development of sports infrastructure, which is
still lacking in the NER.
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- ] >
1 ; !
" L t b e e
'.-'-\:Nl.'* | ! e
»

Tl

B o e i
|

I i

|

[

The Cancer affected Children Care, Deepsikha Foundation in Guwahati, Assam.

The NEC has undertaken several projects for tapping the human
resources potential in the region. It undertook the construction of
Comprehensive Spastic Children Care Complex at Bawngkawn,
Aizawl. The project was approved and funded which entails 90 per
cent cost share by the NEC and 10 per cent by the State Government.
The total project cost is I774.17 lakh, of which the NEC disbursed
%696.75 lakh. The NEC also constructed a women’s hostel for the
students of the NER at Bangalore University. The project was
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(Above, Right and Below) The Margaret Shishak School of Music a

inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister Narendra Modi on March,
2019. In Nagaland the NEC funded the Margaret Shiksha School of
Music Building at Patkai Christian College and disbursed 3448.99 lakh.
NEC also funded the Construction of Home for Cancer affected
children’s by Deepshikha Foundation, Guwahati. The main purpose
of this project is to provide proper care and aiding to the poor and
needy children’s in the treatment process at very nominal cost.

The NEC constructed a Multipurpose Sports Complex at Aizawl.
The project was approved at a cost of I1,016.88 lakh in June 2016
and implemented by the Mizoram State Sports Council. The project
is complete and the implementing department has submitted all
the relevant documents. Similarly, the NEC funded a multipurpose
indoor hall at Sihphir, Mizoram, was constructed. The project was
approved in September 2016 for ¥1,277.79 lakh and implemented
by the Mizoram State Sports Council. NEC .

ENCOURAGEMENT TO MERITORIOUS STUDENTS

Similarly NEC also started Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Award for
Excellence for toppers from the North East. It has been instituted
from 2022 which would go a long way in encouraging the youth
to perform better in schools. The awards consist of a certificate
and a cash award of Rs. One lakh only. In the 70th Plenary held at
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Science Block at Kamrang Govt. Degree College at Namchi, South Sikkim.

Guwahati on October 2022, North East toppers from CBSE and

ISC in three streams were awarded.

Besides, awards for promotion and inspiring students to perform
better, the NEC also has an elaborate scholarship program for
meritorious students. NEC Merit Scholarship for different courses-
degree, post-graduate, Diploma, Mphil-Phd, is provided to 1600
students of North East through the National Scholarship Portal
from FY 2020-21 onwards.
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BIG BOOST TO THE SPORTS

To encourage the youth and instill a sense of purpose in the
energetic sports persons of the North East, the NEC Chairman's
Sports Awards for Excellence in International & National Sports
Meets by Sportsperson of North East was started by the NEC. The
main objective of the scheme is to promote sports in the North
East of India by recognising and felicitating the achievements of
sportspersons of the North East on winning laurels for the country
in national and international sports meets. The award is given to
sportsperson who achieves 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in recognised

international and national sports event.

Since the introduction of the award, 207 numbers of sportsperson
from the NE Region has been provided cash awards for winning
medals in the Olympics, Asian Games, Commonwealth Games and
National Games.

SUCCOR FOR THE DOWNTRODDEN

The NEC has been providing financial assistance in the form of
sponsorship at the Assam Rifles Public School (ARPS), as per a MoU
with Assam Rifles Shillong for students from class VI onwards from
below poverty line family. At present the NEC provides financial
assistance of 31,37,550/- (Rupees one Lakh Thirty Seven Thousand
Five Hundred Fifty) only per student.

The NEC has been sponsoring students from NE region belonging
to BPL families as Boarders & Scholars since 2011. As per MoU

(Above & below) The Multipurpose Indoor Hall, Sihphir, Mizoram.

dated 20th January, 2021 between NEC and Assam Rifles Welfare
Education Society, NEC shall provide financial assistance of 370,000
per students per annum for 102 Boarders from Class VI to XII and
36,000 per student per annum for 800 day scholars from Class I to X
for the BLP candidates having annual income of 60,000 per annum
studying in various Assam Rifles Schools located in NE States. The
selection of the candidates will be as per merit of Entrance Test and
Group Discussion (GD) etc conducted by Assam Rifles.

The NEC is committed for the development of deprived and
marginalised sections of the society. As per the Union Cabinet
decision in its meeting held on 29th January, 2020, it has been
decided that 30 percent of NEC budget/allocation will be devoted
for focused development area; deprived/neglected sections
of society and emerging priority sectors and related issues.
Accordingly the sector has taken up projects under C_é%?m&pity
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The Multipurpose Sports Complex, YMA Field, Vaivakwan, Aizwal, Mizoram.

Development Programme and Backward Community in the North
Eastern Region as per a survey done by the Omeo Kumar Das
Institute of Social Change Development (OKDISCD). There are
a number of deprived sections in unfortunate situations which are
often small ethnic groups in the NER like Chakmas, Brus, Tarao,
KoirengRongmei, Nepali, Santhal, Rabha, Hajong,Maos,Halam,
Orang, Limboo, Ollo, LisuYobin, Zeme, Paite, Hmar, Khasi-Jaintia,
Garo, Mara, Singpho and Mishing Communities etc,.

under-taken a number of projects for these deprived communiti

Artificial turf at Hnahthial, Mizoram.

Sector has

for uplift of their livelihood activities, development of areas,

housing and upgradation of school education.

PRESERVING THE LINGUISTIC HERITAGE

Though the North East is culturally very rich and diverse,
many of its languages are dying a slow death. They indeed need
support to flourish in the changing environment. Out of 117
languages considered as endangered by the Ministry of HRD
under its Scheme for Protection and Preservation of Endangered
Languages (SPPEL) in current phase, 43 of them or 39 percent
are from North East. For revival and development of Endangered
Language/Scripts of North East Region Sector has taken up
some project under the Scheme of 30 percent NEC budget
allocation. The proposals were identified by the State Goverment
and further sanction from the NEC. The documentation and
revitalisation of the endangered languages of NER were also
undertaken. The projects sanction by NEC include Sikkim's

Endangered Language Documentation
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