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Sponsored by the North Eastern Council (NEC), Shillong.

Atwo-day National Seminar on “Role of the Himalaya in Achieving the Vision of Viksit Bharat 2047~
was organized at Assam University, Silchar, on 24" and 25" of July, 2026. The seminar was conducted
in a hybrid mode, with both in-person and online participation through Google Meet, enabling
researchers and participants from different regions to join the sessions. The seminar brought together
faculty members, researchers, scholars and students to discuss the ecological, social, economic and
strategic importance of the Himalayan region in the context of India’s development vision for 2047.
The programme provided an academic platform for discussion on themes related to Spring-shed
Management and Water Security, Strategic Importance and National Security, Ecological
Conservation and Traditional Wisdom, Disaster Risk Reduction and Environmental Governance,
Sustainable Livelihoods and Community Empowerment, and Climate Change and Net-Zero
Development.

Group photograph taken during the Inaugural Session

The seminar began on the 24™ of July with the inaugural session held at the Bipin Chandra Pal
Seminar Hall. The session began with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp, followed by felicitations
of distinguished guests and a welcome address by Prof. Arun Jyoti Nath, Convenor of the seminar.
The session was graced by Prof. Rajive Mohan Pant, Vice-Chancellor, Assam University, Silchar as
the chief patron, Prof. Annpurna Nautiyal, former Vice Chancellor, HNB Garhwal University,
Uttarakhand, as the chief guest, Prof. Manabendra Dutta Choudhury, Vice Chancellor, Rabindranath
Thakur Vishwavidyalaya, Hojai; Prof. Niranjan Roy, Vice Chancellor, Gurucharan University and
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Prof. Dilip Chandra Nath, former Vice Chancellor, Assam University, Silchar, as the Guest of Honour,
Dr. Pradosh Kiran Nath, Registrar, Assam University, Silchar, as the Patron and Prof. Sudipta Roy as
the chairperson of the session. Each of the distinguished guests addressed the gathering and shared
their perspectives on the significance of the Himalayan region, its environmental and developmental
concerns and its relevance to the vision of Viksit Bharat, 2047. Their individual addresses enriched
the inaugural session by highlighting the need for greater academic engagement and collective efforts
towards the sustainable development and conservation of the Himalayan region. The inaugural
session was concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Aditi Nath. The Inaugural session was
hosted by Bhabna Sarma.

The proceedings then continued with the keynote address by Prof. Annpurna Nautiyal, which offered
an important academic perspective on the role of the Himalayan region within the country's broader
development goals. Following the keynote address, the seminar moved into its first set of technical
sessions in the afternoon. Technical Session I, focused on the theme “Spring-shed Management and
Water Security,” was held from 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM at the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)
Seminar Hall in the Administrative Building of Assam University, Silchar. The session was Chaired
by Prof. Sohel Firdos and Prof. J. C. Kuniyal, with Prof. Tapati Das serving as Co-chair. The invited
lectures were delivered by Dr. Rajesh Joshi and Dr. Binesh Bhatia. The session was coordinated by
Dr. Ratna Huirem. The session included 5 participants, of which 3 participants were present and
delivered their presentation. The presentations under this theme discussed groundwater security,
indigenous water conservation practices, spring-shed management, and sustainable mountain
agriculture, and highlighted traditional water conservation practices in Northeast India.

At the same time, Technical Session II was held at the Hemangabiswa Sabha Kaksha in the
Administrative Building of Assam University, Silchar. The session focused on the theme “Strategic
Importance and National Security”, and was chaired by Prof. D.C. Nath and Prof. Annpurna Nautiyal,
with Prof. Ritwik Mazumder as Co-chair. The session included 6 participants their presentations
addressed the strategic significance of the Himalayas and its relationship with national security,
borderlands, trade, regional development and the broader vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. The first day
of the seminar was concluded with a cultural programme at the Bipin Chandra Pal Seminar Hall



hosted by Binita Sinha, followed by dinner at the International Guest House of Assam University,
Silchar.

The second day of the seminar, held on 25" July, included four major technical sessions covering
diverse environmental and development themes. Technical Session III focused on “Ecological
Conservation and Traditional Wisdom” and was organised into two groups in two separate seminar
halls simultaneously from 10:30 AM to 1:00 PM. Technical session III (Group A) was held at the
IQAC Hall and Technical Session III (Group B) was held in Hemangabiswa Sabha Kaksha. Both the
groups of the session were chaired by Prof. R.C. Sundriyal and Prof. Sabyasachi Dasgupta. Group A
was coordinated by Prof. Panna Deb and Group B was coordinated by Dr. Pranab Kr Sarkar. The
session had 26 participants altogether. The presentations focused on biodiversity conservation,
ecosystem functioning, traditional knowledge, indigenous healthcare practices, sacred groves,
shifting cultivation, home gardens, and ecological stewardship. Several presentations highlighted the
importance of traditional knowledge and community practices in maintaining ecological balance.

Technical session IV focusing on “Disaster Risk Reduction and Environmental Governance” was also
held simultaneously at the Seminar Hall of the Department of Computer Science and Engineering
(CSE), Assam University, Silchar. The session was chaired by Dr. Rajib Gupta and Dr. Amitabha
Nath, with Dr. Surajit Ghosh as the invited speaker and Dr. Aditi Nath serving as the session
coordinator. The session included 6 participants and the presentations covered diverse themes
including community preparedness, gender-responsive disaster management, Al- based early warning
systems, landslide and flood risk reduction and the strategic significance of the Himalayan region.
The presentations and subsequent discussion highlighted the importance of combining community
participation, technological interventions, timely information, environmental governance and
inclusive approaches to strengthen disaster preparedness and resilience in the Himalayan and
Northeastern regions.

In the afternoon, between 1:00 PM and 2:00 PM, as part of the seminar activities, a plantation
programme was organised at the Navagraha Garden of Assam University, Silchar. Saplings were
planted by participants, faculty members and guests, reflecting the event’s emphasis on



environmental conservation and sustainable practices and collective efforts. Followed by Technical
Session V focusing on the theme “Sustainable Livelihoods and Community Empowerment”, was held
in the IQAC Hall from 2 PM to 4 PM and was chaired by Prof. Prakash C. Nautiyal and Prof. Niranjan
Roy, with Prof. Tarun Bikash Sukai as Co-chair and Dr. Joyashri Dey serving as the teacher
coordinator. Prof. Jayashree Rout was the invited lecturer of the session. The session included 14
participants and the presentations focused on the relationship between environmental sustainability,
livelihood security and community participation. Presentations covered agroforestry, climate-resilient
landscape management, rural entrepreneurship, ecotourism, bamboo-based livelihoods, sustainable
agriculture and community resilience.

In the meantime, Technical Session VI focusing on theme “Climate Change and Net-Zero
Development” was held simultaneously in the Hemangabiswa Sabha Kaksha Hall. The session was
chaired by Prof. S.K Tripathi and Prof. Sumit Chakrabarty, with Prof. Sudipto Roy as Co-chair and
Dr. Avinash Kumar serving as the teacher coordinator. Dr. Sourabh Deb was the invited speaker of
the session. The session included 11 participants and the presentations included studies on
anthropogenic impacts and climate resilience in Himalayan basins, carbon storage in bamboo and
forest ecosystems, climate change vulnerability and adaptation among farmers practicing shifting
agriculture, forest fires and strategies for reducing carbon emissions. The session was particularly
relevant to the current environmental challenges faced by the Himalayan region and highlighted the
need for both mitigation and adaptation measures.

The seminar concluded on 25™ July 2026 with a valedictory session held at the Bipin Chandra Pal
Seminar Hall. The session was hosted by Bhabna Sarma. The session began with a briefing of the
seminar by the Convenor of the Seminar, Prof. Arun Jyoti Nath, followed by concluding remarks by
Prof. Rajive Mohan Pant, Vice-Chancellor, Assam University, Silchar; Prof. Annpurna Nautiyal
former Vice Chancellor, HNB Garhwal University, Uttarakhand and Prof. Manabendra Dutta
Choudhury, Vice Chancellor, Rabindranath Thakur Vishwavidyalaya, Hojai, reflecting on the key
themes and discussions held throughout the two-day seminar. The seminar was also graced by Mr.
Angshuman Dey, Secretary, North Eastern Council (NEC), who addressed the gathering and
highlighted the NEC's aims and objectives, its vision for the Himalayan region, and its contribution
to the broader goal of Viksit Bharat 2047. He emphasized the important role of the scientific
community, researchers and public participation in addressing regional challenges and supporting
sustainable development. The session was concluded with the vote of thanks delivered by Dr Arnab
Paul.
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