REPORT ON THE NORTHEAST

INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABLE SUMMIT 2026
“Northeast India in the Global Sustainability Agenda:
Innovation, Inclusion and Green Transitions”

23-24 September 2026 Assam University, Silchar

Sponsored by North Eastern Council, Shillong.
(https://necouncil.gov.in/events/seminars-and-workshop)

The Northeast International Sustainable Summit (NEISS) 2026 was held on 23-24 September
2026 at Assam University, Silchar, under the theme “Northeast India in the Global
Sustainability Agenda: Innovation, Inclusion and Green Transitions.” Organised by the
Department of Social Work, Assam University, with support from the North Eastern Council
and the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region, the Summit built upon the
experience of NEISS 2025 and brought together interdisciplinary scholarship on the
sustainability challenges and possibilities of Northeast India. The Summit featured 74
scholarly contributions across nine thematic areas, covering governance, green economy,
environment, society and culture, inclusion and social justice, human development,
sustainable livelihoods, infrastructure, and language and development communication.

Summary

NEISS 2026 sought to position Northeast India not merely as a region facing sustainability
challenges, but as an important source of knowledge, practices and innovations for
sustainable development. A central intellectual proposition of the Summit was that


https://necouncil.gov.in/events/seminars-and-workshop

sustainability must be rooted in the ecological, cultural and social realities of the region. The
Welcome Address by Convenor Dr. Lalzo S. Thangjom captured this vision in the
powerful statement: “Sustainability should begin from Northeast India.”
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The inaugural proceedings brought together the Vice-Chancellor, Deans, Head of the
Department of Social Work, North Eastern Council, keynote speaker, faculty, researchers,
students and delegates. Prof. Rajive Mohan Pant, Vice-Chancellor, emphasised connecting
knowledge with society, innovation with inclusion and development with ecological
responsibility. Prof. Tarun Bikash Sukai, Head, Department of Social Work, highlighted that
sustainability is equally about how communities live, adapt, participate and shape their
futures.

The inaugural keynote was delivered by Prof. Tulshi Kumar Das, Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology, Bangladesh, while the valedictory keynote was delivered by Prof.
Bishnu Mohan Dash, University of Delhi.
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Academic Deliberations

The nine technical sessions demonstrated that sustainability cannot be understood only
through environmental protection. The discussions connected ecological sustainability with
livelihoods, social justice, health, education, gender, governance, culture, technology and
language.

The environmental sessions addressed climate change, carbon capture, plastic reduction,
carbon accounting, drought, household sustainability and climate adaptation. Particularly
significant was the engagement with indigenous spirituality and ecological ethics,
demonstrating how indigenous knowledge can enter into dialogue with contemporary
environmental science.

The sessions on society, culture, inclusion and livelihoods highlighted the importance of
cultural continuity, gender equity, social protection, indigenous economies and community
resilience. Research on indigenous agriculture, traditional medicine, cultural heritage and
community-based economic practices reinforced the understanding that sustainability is
deeply connected to local knowledge and institutions.

The discussions on infrastructure and language further expanded the meaning of
sustainability. Digital healthcare, water supply and connectivity were considered alongside
endangered languages, translanguaging, language documentation and cultural knowledge.
Thus, linguistic and cultural diversity emerged as integral dimensions of sustainable
communities.

Indigenous Knowledge and Sustainability

One of the strongest intellectual threads of NEISS 2026 was the recognition of indigenous
knowledge as a living knowledge system. Contributions addressed indigenous agriculture,
traditional medicine, indigenous spirituality, ecological ethics, culinary heritage, cultural
tourism, language preservation and protection of indigenous knowledge through intellectual
property rights.



The Summit therefore encouraged a knowledge-plural approach in which scientific
knowledge, technological innovation, community experience and indigenous knowledge can
interact to develop locally appropriate pathways towards sustainability.

Institutional Contribution and Conclusion

The Summit demonstrated the important role of the Department of Social Work, Assam
University, in connecting academic knowledge with community realities, social justice and
human wellbeing. It strengthened Assam University's role as a platform through which the
knowledge and experiences of Northeast India can enter national and international
sustainability conversations.

The valedictory session included the keynote address by Prof. Bishnu Mohan Dash,
presentation of the Summit report, certificate distribution and the Vote of Thanks by Prof. M.
Tineshowri Devi, Coordinator, NEISS 2026. She acknowledged the university leadership,
NEC, keynote speakers, organising committee, all faculty members, research scholars and
students of the Department of Social Work, as well as reviewers, technical teams,
administration, security, housekeeping, ground staff and volunteers.
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The Summit concluded with a clear academic message: sustainability in Northeast India must
be contextual, participatory, inclusive and knowledge-based, with indigenous and local
knowledge engaging constructively with science, technology and policy.

As India moves towards Viksit Bharat@2047, NEISS 2026 affirmed that the Northeast
should not remain at the margins of the sustainability conversation. It should contribute
knowledge, innovation and pathways for India's sustainable future.



Closing Message

Assam University is not merely participating in the sustainability discourse; it is helping
define the sustainability narrative for India from the heart of the Northeast.

From the Northeast to the Nation, Assam University is setting new pathways where
indigenous knowledge, innovation, inclusion and ecological responsibility shape India's
sustainable future.

From Assam University, the Northeast is not merely joining India's sustainability journey, it
is helping set its direction.
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NEISS 2026 begins at Assam University

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

SILCHAR: The second edition of the North.
east International Sustainable Summit
(NEISS) 2026 began at Assam University
on Wednesday, bringing together aca-
demics, researchers and other stakehold.
ers to deliberate on sustainable develop-
ment, climate change, social inclusion
and green transitions

The two-day international summit,
themed “Northeast India in the Global
Sustainability Agenda: Innovation,
Inclusion and Green Transitions”, was
inaugurated at the Bipin Chandra Pal
Auditorium by Assam University Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Rajive Mohan Pant, who
formally opened the event by lighting the
ceremonial lamp.

Inhiswelcome address, summit convenar
Dr Lalzo S. Thangjom traced the journey
from the first edition to the second and
stressed the importance of sustained dia-
logue, collaboration and collective action
inadvancing sustainable development. He
also highlighted the need to bring academic
knowledge, local experiences and contempo-
rary perspectives ontoa commeon platform.

Assam University Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rajive
Mohan Pant inaugurating NEISS 2026 at the Bipin
Chandra Pal Auditorium.

Prof. Tarun Bikash Sukai, Head of the
Department of Social Work, highlighted
the department’s efforts in organising the
summit and emphasised the role of social
work in sustainable development, social
inclusion and community engagement.

Dean (Academics) Prof. Chiranjan
Bhattacharjee said climate-related risks
and resource scarcity were nolonger distant
threats but present-day realities. He stressed
the need for sustained academic discussions
and collective initiatives to address these
challenges.

Prof. Pant highlighted the diversity of
Northeast [ndia and the region’s potential
contribution to global sustainable develop-
ment goals. He said the region’s biodiversity,
cultural diversity, community-based tradi-
tions and inclusive social practices could
contribute significantly to the Sustainable
Development Goals,

He further observed that many val-
ues associated with the Sustainable
Development Goals were already embed.
ded in the social and cultural practices of
communities across Northeast India. He
said the challenge was toapply these values
through contempaorary perspectives while
addressing present-day soclal, environmen-
tal and developmental realities.

Following the inaugural session, Prof
Tulsi Kumar Das of Shahjalal University
of Social and Technology, Bangladesh,
delivered an online keynote address on
the summit’s central theme, He discussed
the application of sustainable development
prineiples to facilitate practical and envi-
ronmentally sustainable transformations.

The session concluded with a vote of
thanks proposad by Prof. M. Tineswari Devi.
The summit will continue on Thursday.



(GRS T wwEee

44 G S| A @12 HeAETea fadTy 2Rfa % S
mmmmwmw.mw
srfee smdfe g sworeeer wre fEnefre smreecia
e awge gra araw fofq | fmfaecra fa (smecefies)
wyiieE Haaga SowT aEw, TEaEte I 6 T 7L
Q] W2 GTA SME] 7Y, 332 AN FA2 A9 | @2 sAfafzfers
e Aw fofa Somd 30w
Tovrd ©. 7% Tea-od ©Rred S (abe @3 GIHL
THAHA AN 9% UEEd SFCEI I A 4igw | ol
e, e Grataba, Agfes tafva, smemrfefes afvyy gat
SEfeEe ANIEs 56fa MY Tea-7/4 oiFe A Gk
Tz TN G CFCA BTG S LTS A | SABTE
grae TrEd A, Mwﬁmmmmqvws;;vm
Tea-74 erred fafen wwrdia e ¢ Argfes
MW%M:WW Hfaraiare @
mmm«mm@m«%m@

ugsﬁw qamﬁsﬁ@cm
mm@m mm T GIME SIS
IS, AR FANT TEAPAI T e

A @Y7 WERIe a1 GIHZ T e sfaranaga
FISA ATITAS AMIAET FAMET 20 29 T4 T1F, @
0 WAL I | (0T G B ICE 1oiF 9 forred

1 | A, % HCFF e JTAGA1AE |



QAR S{ARTEIT Aererdl FRIER qwHe
2026 TR Yfdded
“3fYP Faaar TosT H gaR YR

23-24 Fdev 2026, 39H fayfaemey, =R
IR qdf ufvwe, R grt wraifoe|

https://necouncil.gov.in/events/seminars-and-workshop

YAt SARRISIY el FRRGR FHET (NEISS) 2026 DT SIS 23-24 RidsR 2026 I
3y fayfaarea, ReeR § "33 Taaar vasT & qarae YRd: TarER, GHIEYT Y
ERT Gbaor fawa o siavid foban | s fayfaser & ol &1 faumT grRi
JR gt uikeg 94T 3R Ydf & [awm Harag & TganT ¥ Saifod 39 RRaR Iw@iead d
NEISS 2025 & 3fHdl &1 3 Feld gU YAk YRd & gaddl d&et gHifaal ud
FUTETSN IR Siafawae SHPbeHed [GuRl & U da R arn 771 RReR I@e & =1
fIorTa &l & Sidiid $d 74 SfpTailie URgfadl &1 T8, oFH R, gRa srfegaw,
UgTaRul, YA Ud IRPd, JHGRA UG AHISG <19, A4 [do™, Tdd fTiifadT,
SAERTT TUT HTHT T fAHT TR oi fawg =mfera 9

1=
¥
5
-
b
B
»
2
5
&
;.‘


https://necouncil.gov.in/events/seminars-and-workshop?utm_source=chatgpt.com

AR

NEISS 2026 P 324 YAtk YR $I dad dadadl Gae Ffadl o1 FrH-1 & aral &
& ¥ ¥ g1, sfceh Fad famg & e I, usfodi vd Faremi & U Agayul did &
0 T AT HA1 47| RRR THa &t U YW 991k S{aURUN I8 gl fob dddl
BT YR &F P UIRUTTD, Tl T ARG arRaiadbarst | Ffgd g arfeul
TSP BT, S TY. YIS GRT 3 WRId HI9oT § 39 RS &
YUTARITA U | ad Hd §¢ BT TAT: “Faddl Dt AT YR HRd o g
aifRwl”

‘l\\”m ‘T
;4’

y -7 s ~
- \
Nt W
47
/
£ g /
" !
o, 3 /=
4 B~ §
4 '1
2 \ 1
" -
' §
3 !
I .'. \
R |
| .

Py

S AT Y
T
PP
\! (4
)

3Igded I H Haufd, SIS, SHiSe &1l fqurmee, SR gaf uRkvg o gfaff,
I 9T, YHT e, Rrudhdi, el ud ufafAfimmor Sufyd 31 . Teiia dig+ dq,
HaUld = I D! JHNS W, TR 6l JHARH § a7 [derg o uikiRifds 3daiia
SieA W 9 a1 qmrioie SR AU & faurmens T, aour fa®T=r gars = Saifdhd
fopar i Iaddr &1 Jey 39 91d ¥t 7 5 THem 59 UeR Shaad &Rd €,
IRIRUTIE & 3FU WY ®I BTad €, TeHIRIal dRd § 3R U= Higsy &1 fFmfor svd
gl

Iguled W &1 T AR U, ARl $HR TN, MMeodrd o= ud Uenfie
fayfaenery, SFATGR GRT TUT FHIUH 93 &1 &7 IrRA W, fow] Al are, faeet
fayfa=rmera grT faam |




o T o "'@-’

- =
@ NORTHEAST INTERNATI
SUSTAINZABLE SUMM?TNAL
=i 6=

Qerfore faar-fawsf

I TH-ip! T W T WP g3 foh Jdddl &I Had YTl IREUT & VDI I g
U S qhT | faaR-fou=t & uikfufde Saaar &1 selifde, Smmeie g, W[y,
e, R U, YR, Sepid, Uit Td Ui ¥ SiteT T |

yaferr Tedft T # Saarg ulacdd, STe $wR, Wiked § S, Ha aaidh-, g,
TR TR W Jddd 9YT Tadrg 3ead oY fawdl R =i &1 T2 | oy ®0 & ez
eI td uRfRufas Afdsmdr R foar-faust #eayuf Te1, R g8 weflRid g
% TRl I ford YR THG TR TaiaRvl fas & 1Y TdTe R R JHhdT g

TS, TP, THIARME TE SHToifaeT I Yefed T § IR iae FRaxdl, dfie 9,
IR JR&f, WG Srdeaawuisii quT AHeRie eedl & Hed &I K@i d [T 14|
W Y, uRuR® fafercn, IRefae faRmd qur Iqer-aneriid siffe fafafiat 3
T MY = 3T THY Pl g [hdl b Tdddl ol RIF 14 Td RT3 F TR0 Hae
gl

SAERTAT TH HINT ¥ Tefiq foaR-fauel 3 Tdaar &1 S@auRuN &1 3R I S|
f&foca ey qarsfl, SAgfd Td dudh-giaemsi IR fdarR Rd gu Adheud HIWS,
UG HTIT-TANT, HTHT SEATASIIahRUT Tl TR e JH oi s i +ft =mfdra faran
Tl 39 UHR, HTHTS U4 IRPplae fafaudr o1 Iad Jgarl & e Sl & =0 o
Ygiford foram |

Taeel I ud adadi



NEISS 2026 & UHE adTRe Y&l # § U Wl I &I U& Sidd J=-90me & &9 §
Oadl UaH &)1 el fafts ugfadl § wWesht iy, uRuRe fafden, @R
3emfaredr, TRfRufae Afdedr, U faRd, IRl gefed, U TR aur Sifgs
U SIBRT & A1eqH ¥ WoRl M & IR0 o favat W foar-famst forar ma|

31d: RRR F™e | §H &1 sgadraid] ePHIv &1 Wliied fbar ma, forgd siavid
IS I, dH-1D! AR, TGS SIHT TUT WM I IRER JaTg Ud 9999 &
AT W R RIS 31 o ST Faadl & [e= & A fasRad & 9 |

TRITTA aiTe Uq fesy

RReR qed 4 Y &1 arRdidedisl, Qe U™ Td TFd Sedil & 9rY
PICIHD T B Sie- § 3 fayfaened o e H fqunT o1 Teaqol Y
&1 UeRId fovar| S99 o H fayfaeera &1 39 i &1 3R gee foa, foraes aream 3
JaiR HRd 1 I Td 3gHd AP T SRAPTI Fadd deeht fam=i & gurdt =0 3
M 81 AHhll ¢

THTOA I3 H U1, {0 dig- a1 gRT 47 AR, FRIeR Fi e fdda ol Ui,
THIUT-U fqaR0T 9UT NEISS 2026 &1 GH-aad W. TH. fomelt St gR1 e=gare A
S o1l I+ fayfoemed & Aq@, S gdl ukvg, g7 Jaarsil, smaeH afifad,
TSI B fquURT & It Hor gewi, Menliar wd faenfial & wry-ary wHie,
b &ell, TRIH, GR&M, TISTBIT, Al HHAMRA! T WIHTH! & Ul SUR
o foha|




e

Northeast India in the Global qu(
\novation, Inclusion and Grofieae

NATURE
PROSPERITY

RRER Y &1 THYA 39 WP 31 HG G & 1Y gl fh JaR YRd H Faddr
P WY WY YeHT wr anearid, ggurft, gurash vd gH-eneria g =nfeg,
forod @it vd wirig 31 &1 3y, Wenfie! aur Sifaat & Ty s H-aa 8|

URA & fasfia URA@2047 & &g @1 fa=m T 3 §¢d U, NEISS 2026 = T8
@iferd e foh gakR &1 Tdddr daeh fan=f & SN R 781 Y81 91feT, afcsh URd &
Tad HfasT & o 3= I, TaR Td fasr & AW § ARTeH ST 9Tl

TG |

3R fayfaenera saa Tadar dad fam=l & TgHIfTar 78! & 381 ¢, 9fch JaRR & dx
T HRT & o TaadT &1 TR B AR 3 F f TeH 2 @1 3|

TarR ¥ AP a9, 3 e 3 T At uxRd a5 61§, 96T Wl I, AamR,
JATAYH U9 UIRfRUTIPS ITREIRIG HRd & Idd HiT™ &1 3R e Hd o

3y fayfaenaa ¥ gk 7 Had URd ! Tdadr 9t § A 81 X681 8, Sfewd 39!
fe=m fuffea wa & off A T @R




sreiee 2fferava

‘ | 2O AC*6H4
BIHZ T, ATy
sffaads, Ffes wwdle

i R | e 1 B T T
srel eFged fFuarn quae
cera = PmifawrEc ow
z#| S emfza a9 35
ZOEHE HB LA
HE6 | @Armw FArIEaw
o faaw ‘wd 255 Zfewm W
W CHIEE AL S0
w1 fare Greferers’ |

affsr  Farm A
“it# fEemres 2@+ g
wfdea 9z e

T, AREAENZA 2| F9S
TEEF]  ACTACCE | YIZIEST

[ T ”~ S

eite gifec Srwee wepfee 5 sarss Sonid .
ASATATZH *1% | guara =i Rt

T, #HECE! OH 2 dRrE
i »fE (A B e
> ¥ b DA [T AT
TE HCA (DFHZ CHAAA

qi=el | Lm TS C&‘::J *
@, ZRE wfewme a3
BTHZ THIEE  FAATAlS

e gz wSre

HOF  YAREE SHEna, SRR SEEeiEs 96

szrafast e sfafere  ore wraw Bl

CTA G (AT AHFCRA Y] TATEGTSY [ASIsia n v
L_L_ A F o N (.



NEISS 2026 begins at Assam University

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

SILCHAR: The second edition of the North-
east International Sustainable Summit
(NEISS) 2026 began at Assam University
on Wednesday, bringing together aca-
demies, researchers and other stakehold-
ers to deliberate on sustainable develop-
ment, climate change, social inclusion
and green fransitions

The two-day international summit,
themed “Northeast India in the Global
Sustainability Agenda: Innovation,
Inclusion and Green Transitions”, was
inaugurated at the Bipin Chandra Pal
Auditorium by Assam University Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Rajive Mohan Pant, who
formally opened the event by lighting the
ceremonial lamp.

Inhiswelcome address, summit convenor
Dr Lalzo 8. Thangjom traced the journey
from the first edition to the second and
stressed the importance of sustained dia-
logue, collaboration and collective action
inadvancing sustainable development. He
also highlighted the need to bringacademic
knowledge, local experiences and contempo-
rary perspectives ontoa commeon platform

Assam University Vice-Chancellor Prof. Rajive
Mohan Pant inaugurating NEISS 2026 at the Bipin
Chandra Pal Auditorium.

Prof. Tarun Bikash Sukai, Head of the
Department of Social Work, highlighted
the department’s efforts in organising the
summit and emphasised the role of social
work in sustainable development, social
inclusion and community engagement.

Dean (Academics) Prof. Chiranjan
Bhattacharjee said climate-related risks
and resource scarcity were no longer distant
threats but present-day realities. He stressed
the need for sustained academic discussions
and collective initiatives to address these
challenges.

Prof. Pant highlighted the diversity of
Northeast India and the region’s potential
contribution to global sustainable develop-
ment goals. He said the region’s biodiversity,
cultural diversity, community-based tradi-
tions and inclusive sacial practices could
contribute significantly to the Sustainable
Development Goals,

He further observed that many val-
ues associated with the Sustainable
Development Goals were already embed-
ded in the social and cultural practices of
communities across Northeast India. He
said the challenge was toapply these values
through contemporary perspectives while
addressing present-day social, environmen-
tal and developmental realities.

Following the Inaugural session, Prof
Tulsi Kumar Das of Shahjalal University
of Social and Technology, Bangladesh,
delivered an online keynote address on
the summit’s central theme, He discussed
the application of sustainable development
principles to facilitate practical and envi-
ronmentally sustainable transformations.

The session concluded with a vote of
thanks proposad by Prof. M. Tineswari Devi.
The summit will continue on Thursday
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