
 
 

REPORT ON THE MEDIA FAMILIARIZATION TOUR  

Sl. 
No.  

Phase  Date of Tour State  Media Team  Projects Visited  Publications  

1 
 

I 
 

11th to 14th 
June 

Tripura 1. Shri. Jatin Anand 
(Indian Express) 

2. Shri. Arun Kumar 
(Hindustan) 

3. Shri. Mayur Anil 
Bhave (Sakal 
Media Group) 

4. Shri. Pratik Awasthi 
(Navbharat 
Times) 

I. Projects Visited on 12 June 
2026 

 
1. State Institute of Hotel 

Management (SIHM) Catering 
Technology and Applied 
Nutrition at Anandanagar, 
Agartala funded by Scheme of 
NEC. 

2. Strengthening of Laboratories at 
College of Veterinary Sciences 
& A.H.R.K. Nagar, Agartala 
funded by Scheme of NEC. 

3. Establishment of Veterinary 
Clinical Complex (VCC), R.K. 
Nagar, Agartala funded by 
Scheme of NEC. 

4. Strengthening of Hindi Sections 
in Libraries of Maharaja Bir 
Bikram College and Women's 
College, Agartala funded by 
Scheme of NEC. 

5. G+3 Building for Education & 
Sports Departments, Agartala 
funded by NESIDS-OTRI. 

6. Tourism and Cultural Promotion 
Hub, Gandhighat, Agartala 
funded by NESIDS-OTRI. 

7. Tripura Institute of Technology 
(TIT), West Tripura funded by 
NESIDS-OTRI. 

8. Establishment of Science Park 
at Vigyan Gram, Tripura funded 
by Scheme of NEC. 

1. Shri. Jatin Anand 
(Indian Express) = 1 
(one) Publication 
dated 14th June, 
2026 @ Indian 
Express 
newspaper. 

2. Shri. Arun Kumar 
(Hindustan) = 1 
(one) Publication 
dated 14th June, 
2026 @ Hindustan 
newspaper. 

3. Shri. Mayur Anil 
Bhave (Sakal Media 
Group) = 2 (two) 
publications dated  
21th June, 2026 & 
28th June, 2026 @ 
Sakal Media Group 
newspaper. 

4. Shri. Pratik Awasthi 
(Navbharat Times) = 
1 (one) Publication 
dated 17th June, 
2026 Navbharat 
Times newspaper. 



 
 

 
II. Projects Visited on 13th June 
2026 
 
1. Development of Tourist 

Amenities at Sepahijala 
Zoological Park, Tripura 

2. Setting up of Integrated 
Rehabilitation Centre for Drug 
Addicted at Bishramganj, 
Sepahijala District, Tripura 
funded by PM DevINE under 
MDoNER. 

3. Setting up of 7 Agri 
Development Research-cum-
Training Centres with IT 
Facilities at Tepania/Udaipur, 
Tripura funded by Scheme of 
NEC. 

4. Queen Pineapple Post- Harvest 
Management (USP) Project, 
Killa, Gomati District, Tripura 
funded by MDoNER & Scheme 
of NEC. 

5. Under the project “Matabari 
Tourism Circuit in Tripura” 
funded by MDoNER, the 
following sites were pre-visited: 

 Multi-level Parking Area 
at Matabari. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tripura-global-pineapple-festival-delhi-mission-queen-10739279/ 

 

  

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tripura-global-pineapple-festival-delhi-mission-queen-10739279/


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

https://epaper.navbharattimes.com/imageview_54198_3575579_4_9_17-06-2026_12_i_1_sf.html 

 

https://epaper.navbharattimes.com/imageview_54198_3575579_4_9_17-06-2026_12_i_1_sf.html


 
 

 

 

 

 

:- Visit of ”State Institute of Hotel Management (SIHM) Catering Technology and Applied Nutrition at Anandanagar,          

Agartala” on 12th June, 2026. 



 
 

 

 

 

:- Visit of “Strengthening of Laboratories at College of Veterinary Sciences & A.H.R.K. Nagar, Agartala” on 12th June, 

2026. 

 



 
 

 

 

:-  Visit of “Strengthening of Hindi Sections in Libraries of Maharaja Bir Bikram College and Women's College, 

Agartala” on 12th June, 2026. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

:-  Visit of “Tourism and Cultural Promotion Hub, Gandhighat, Agartala” on 12th June, 2026. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

:-  Visit of “Tripura Institute of Technology (TIT), West Tripura” on 12th June, 2026. 



 
 

 

 

:-  Visit of “Establishment of Science Park at Vigyan Gram, Tripura” on 12th June, 2026. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

:-  Visit of “Setting up of Integrated Rehabilitation Centre for Drug Addicted at Bishramganj, Sepahijala District, Tripura” on 13th 

June, 2026. 

 



 
 

 

 

:-  Visit of “Setting up of 7 Agri Development Research-cum-Training Centres with IT Facilities at Tepania/Udaipur, Tripura” on 

13th June, 2026. 



 
 

 

 

Visit at “Department Of Agriculture And Farmers Welfare Agri Development Cum Training Centre with IT Facility” to meet with 

Hon’ble Agriculture Minister, State Govt. of Tripura regarding Queen Pineapple Post- Harvest Management (USP) Project on 13th 

June, 2026. 



 
 



 
 

 

 

:-  Pre-Visit site of “Queen Pineapple Post- Harvest Management (USP) Project, Killa, Gomati District, Tripura” on 13th June, 2026. 
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No. TRSM-GEN/1/2024-BIT                               Dated 07/07/2026
 

 
Sub:  Submission of Report in respect of Media Familiarization Tour
of Meghalaya – Regarding.
 
Ref:      O.M No. NEC/IPR/Media-Tour/2026, dated 9 th June, 2026.
 
Sir,

With reference to the above subject, Shri Joseph Syiem, OA (T&I), NEC
had been nominated by the competent authority as Coordinating Officer (CO)
during the Media Familiarization Tour of Meghalaya from 11 th to 14th June,
2026. Accordingly, as required, a report of the tour  is enclosed herewith for
kind information and necessary action.

                                                                                                   
                              
            डॉ. स%ट'तुला, आई. एफ. एस. /Dr. Sentitula, IFS
         िनदेशक(पय.टन एवं उ/ोग)/Director, Tourism & Industries
 
 
Deputy Adviser, IPR Sector
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Report on Media Familiarization Tour to Meghalaya 

 (11–14 June 2026) 

1. Overview 

As part of the Phase-I Media Familiarization Tour jointly organized by the Ministry 

of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER) and the North Eastern Council 

(NEC), a media delegation visited Meghalaya from 11th to 14th June, 2026. The visit 

was undertaken with the objective of providing participating media representatives 

with first-hand exposure to key developmental projects being implemented under the 

NESIDS (Roads), NESIDS (OTRI), PM-DevINE, and the schemes of the North Eastern 

Council (NEC). 

The tour also facilitated direct interaction between the media delegation and 

implementing agencies, Government officials, and local beneficiaries, enabling a 

comprehensive understanding of the progress, outcomes, and socio-economic 

impact of these developmental interventions. The initiative aimed to promote 

informed and evidence-based media reporting while enhancing public awareness of 

the Government of India's sustained efforts towards the holistic development of the 

North Eastern Region. 

Media Representatives 

1. Shri. Ajay Prakash Mishra (Dainik Bhaskar) 

2. Shri. Ujjawal Naraya (PTI) 

3. Shri. Idrees Bakhtiyar (Rising Kashmir) 

4. Shri. T. Singarayan (Dinamalar) 

 

State Government/ Implementing Agency Officials 

 During the field visits, the delegation was received and briefed by senior 

officers and engineers of the respective implementing agencies, including officials 

from: 

 

 Tourism Department, Government of Meghalaya. 

 Urban Development Department, Government of Meghalaya. 

 Public Works Department, Government of Meghalaya. 

 

 The officials briefed the media delegation on project planning, implementation 

strategy, present physical and financial progress, technical features, challenges 

encountered during execution and the anticipated socio-economic benefits accruing 

from the projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Projects sites visited: 

 

(a)  Under the project “Development of Sohra Tourism Circuit in Meghalaya” funded 

by M/o DoNER, the following sites were visited: 

 

 Design, Supply, Construction and Operation and Maintenance of Passenger 

Ropeway at Shillong Peak, Shillong, Meghalaya: 

 The project has been approved at a total cost of Rs.152.00 crore, with gap 

funding of Rs.70.11 crore being provided under the Prime Minister's Development 

Initiative for North East Region (PM-DevINE) scheme of the Ministry of Development 

of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), Government of India. 

 The project is being implemented by the Directorate of Tourism, Government 

of Meghalaya, Shillong. Implementation commenced in October 2025, and as of June 

2026, the project has achieved an overall physical progress of approximately 5%, with 

an expenditure of Rs.14.00 crore incurred to date. 

 As per the lease agreement executed between the Rait Laban DorbarPyllun 

(Village Council) and the Tourism Department, Government of Meghalaya, the 

Government of Meghalaya shall pay an annual lease amount of Rs.1.00 crore to the 

community for the duration of the agreement. 

 

 

 

 Development of Skywalk and Tourist Hub at Mawkdok (Dympep Village), 

Meghalaya: 

The project has been approved at a total cost of Rs.50.91 crore under the Prime 

Minister's Development Initiative for North East Region (PM-DevINE) scheme of the 

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), Government of India. 

 The project is being implemented by the Directorate of Tourism, Government 

of Meghalaya, Shillong, and is scheduled for completion by June 2028. As of June 

2026, the project has achieved an overall physical progress of approximately 31%, 

with an expenditure of Rs.12.56 crore incurred to date. 

 Upon completion of the infrastructure, the Tourism Department, Government 

of Meghalaya, proposes to lease the operation and management of the facility to a 

third-party operator. As per the proposed revenue-sharing arrangement, 75% of the 

revenue/profit received from the third-party operator will be shared with the 

concerned village/community. 

 



 
 

 Arwah cave Precinct Improvement, Wahkaba Falls Area development and 

Wahkaliar Viewing Point at East Khasi Hills: 

The project has been approved at a total cost of Rs. 13.02crore under the Prime 

Minister's Development Initiative for North East Region (PM-DevINE) scheme of the 

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), Government of India. 

The project is being implemented by the Directorate of Tourism, Government of 

Meghalaya, Shillong, and is scheduled for completion by 2028. 

    Upon completion of the project it is mainly aim for tourism, conservation and 

education. Meghalaya Tourism is already developing it because it has easy access, 

fossils, and scenic value, and a project can bring better facilities while protecting the 

cave. 

Wah Kaba Falls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

           
 

Arwah cave 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 Nohkalikai Falls Precinct Area Development. 

The project has been approved at a total cost of Rs.32.62 crore under the Prime 

Minister's Development Initiative for North East Region (PM-DevINE) scheme of the 

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), Government of India. 

The project is being implemented by the Directorate of Tourism, Government of 

Meghalaya, Shillong, and is scheduled for completion by 2028. Nohkalikai Falls is the 

India’s tallest plunge waterfall at ∼1115 ft. 

The Project objective is to make Nohkalikai Falls a safer, sustainable, and world-

class eco-tourism destination that benefits locals while protecting nature and culture. 

 

 
 

 

(b). Construction of a road from Shillong city to Umroi, Ri Bhoi District. 

  

 This completed road from Shillong city connecting Umroi Airport Phase-I 

(NESIDS) with a total length of 14.279 Km starts from 2nd Km of Mawlai By-Pass to 

Umjathang through Umsaw, Umphrew and Umjathang (Mawsiatkhnam) villages in a 

single stretch and will be the shortest and most favored route between Shillong city 

and Umroi Airport, which is the only airport of the State. The project is implemented 

by PWD (Roads) Department, Government of Meghalaya. Overall, this road has 

decreasedthe transportation Costs for goods and Transportation of products to 

markets, faster economic integration, blooming the Tourism in the state and other 

wider socio-economic benefits. This project was sanction on 13.12.2022 for an 

amount of Rs.5000.00 (L) and was allotted on 27.04.2023 for an amount of Rs.3081.27 

(L) through EPC mode to M/s Abhoy Charan Bakshi. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

(c).   Construction of new four lane road and conversion of existing two-lane 

road into four-lane road with cycling tracks, utility ducts, footpaths, etc at 

New Shillong Township 

 

The project is being implemented by the New Shillong Township 

Development Agency (NSTDA) under the Urban Affairs Department, Government of 

Meghalaya, with funding under the Prime Minister's Development Initiative for 

North East Region (PM-DevINE) Scheme. Administrative and Financial Approval for 

the project was accorded on 1st February 2024at a sanctioned cost of Rs. 159.494 

Crores. Out of the total sanctioned amount, Rs. 149.790 Croresis the liability of the 

Central Government, while Rs. 12.704 Croresis the liability of the State Government. 

The work was awarded within six months from the date of sanction approval 

through a competitive bidding process. The final work order was issued on 15th July 

2024at a contract valueofRs.151.89 Crores, with a stipulated completion period of 24 

months from the date of issue of the work order. 

The project comprises of the construction and upgradation of the following 

road corridors: 

Road-1 (2.40 km): Starts from the New Assembly Junction and terminates at the 

junction connecting the PWD Mawdiangdiang–Lumdiengsai Road near the NIFT 

Umsawli Junction. 

Road-2 (1.630 km): Starts from the NIFT Junction and extends up to the New 

Secretariat Junction. 

Road-3: Consists of two road sections: 

 Road-3A (3.311km): Continues from the end point of Road-2andextendsup 

tothe junction with the existing PWD Road near the NEEPCO plot. 

 Road-3B(0.390km):BranchesofffromRoad-3AandconnectstotheInstituteof 

Bioresources and Sustainable Development (IBSD) plot. 

 

 

 

 



All roads are being developed as four-lane urban roads incorporating cycling tracks, 

footpaths-cum-utility ducts, and central medians, in accordance with the guidelines 

and standards prescribed by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

(DoNER)and the North Eastern Council (NEC). 

 The project has experienced delays in achieving completion within the 

stipulated timeframedue to the recent revisionof theMaster Plan for the 

Administrative City, Umsawli. Based on the revised master plan, the State 

Government has decided to incorporate additional components and enhancement 

works into the project to better align with the long-term development vision of the 

Administrative City. The additional expenditure arising from these modifications will 

be borne by the State Government. 

 Despite these challenges, construction activities are progressing, and efforts 

are being made to complete the project while accommodating the revised planning 

requirements and ensuring the creation of modern urban transport infrastructure for 

New Shillong Township. 

Benefits of the Project 

 The proposed four-lane road network will serve as the backbone of the 

Administrative City at Umsawli, providing improved connectivity and efficient traffic 

movement between key institutions and facilities such as the New Secretariat 

Complex, IIM Shillong, NIFT, UnityMall, sports infrastructure, residential areas, 

hostels, bus depots, and various State and Central Government offices. The project 

will reduce travel time, improve road safety, support sustainable mobility through 

dedicated cycling tracks and footpaths, and accommodate future traffic growth. It 

will also promote economic development, enhance accessibility to public services, 

and support the vision of New Shillong Township as a modern, well-planned 

administrative, educational, and commercial hub for Meghalaya 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(d). Interaction with beneficiaries and local communities in respect of 

“Development of Sohra Tourism Circuit in Meghalaya”. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

(e).  Interactive session with heads of Departments implementing various 

projects under  M/o DoNER and the NEC. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

3. Outcome: 

The Media Familiarization Tour successfully highlighted the developmental 

initiatives being implemented by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern 

Region (MDoNER) in Assam and provided participating media representatives with 

first-hand exposure to key infrastructure and development projects being executed 

under the NESIDS–Roads, NESIDS (OTRI), PM-DevINE, and the schemes of the North 

Eastern Council (NEC). The tour facilitated constructive engagement among media 

representatives, implementing agencies, and local stakeholders, thereby promoting 

informed, balanced, and evidence-based reporting on the socio-economic impact of 

these initiatives. 

The programme also resulted in extensive media coverage through leading print 

and digital media outlets, including Rising Kashmir, Dainik Bhaskar, and other 

prominent publications, thereby enhancing public awareness of the Government of 

India's sustained developmental efforts and transformative interventions across the 

North Eastern Region. 

4. Publications (as on 02.07.2026): 

(i) Publication dated 17th June, 2026 @ Dainik Bhaskar newspaper. 

(ii) 6 (six) Publications @ Rising Kashmir news paper.(a) 1 No. dated 13th June, 2026, 

(b) 1 No. dated 14th June, 2026, (c) 3 Nos. dated 15th June, 2026 and (d) 1 No. dated 

16th June, 2026. 

Link:https://risingkashmir.com/national/police-welfare-complex-opens-in-meghalaya-

12035848 

 

 

(Joseph Syiem) 

OA, T&I Sector                         

North Eastern Council 

 

https://risingkashmir.com/national/police-welfare-complex-opens-in-meghalaya-12035848
https://risingkashmir.com/national/police-welfare-complex-opens-in-meghalaya-12035848


Tour Report for the Media Team Visited in the State of Nagaland. 
 

The tour was undertaken with the Media Team from various organization to showcase the 
development and progress of the MoDONER and NEC project in the State of Nagaland. The visit 
aimed to review the implementation status of ongoing projects, hold consultations with the 
concerned State Government officials and stakeholders, assess field-level progress, identify 
implementation challenges, and suggest appropriate measures for timely completion of the 
assigned tasks. The tour was conducted from 18/06/2026 to 19/06/2026 with the following 
officials: 

1. C.K. Nayak, Shillong Times. 
2. Rishav Singh, IANS 
3. Vinayak S. Bhat, Hosadiganta Kannada Daily. 
4. Alakava Neogi, Bartaman Patrika 
5. N. Kishan Singh, JSA, Health Sector, NEC 
6. Er Peukam C Phom, SDO, PWD (R&B), Govt. of Nagaland. 

Various matters concerning the MoDONER and NEC were discussed in detail during this tour. 
In addition to the official engagements, several project sites funded by the MoDONER and NEC 
were visited to review their progress and implementation on the ground. The following is a detailed 
account of the engagements and observations made during the visit: 

1. Upgradation of Tansformation Capacity at 132 kV Sub-station Nagarjan, Dimapur 
(approved cost Rs. 24.46 cr – Loa value of Rs. 24.33 cr. Under the NESIDS-OTRI. 
Status – completed. Date of approval – 22/12/2023. Date of completion – 28/03/2025) 
: During the visit on 18/06/2026, it was observed that the project had been completed on 
28/03/2025, and its overall progress and implementation were found to be satisfactory.The 
project primarily involved the procurement, installation, testing, and commissioning of one 
132/66 kV, 100 MVA Transformer and one 66/33 kV, 50 MVA Transformer. 

An interaction and press briefing were conducted by Shri S. I. Asangba Tikhir, Executive 
Engineer, and Shri C. Throngdise, SDO, Transmission Division, Dimapur. During the 
interaction, the officials explained that prior to the implementation of the project, any 
disruption at the Nagarjan Sub-station (Dimapur Load Centre), which caters to nearly 60% 
of the State's electricity demand across four districts, would have resulted in a complete 
power blackout due to inadequate infrastructure and insufficient transmission capacity to 
meet the growing demand. 
Following the completion of the project, the transmission capacity has been significantly 
enhanced, resulting in a substantial reduction in load restrictions and power supply 
interruptions. The upgraded infrastructure has also improved the reliability and stability of 
power supply, thereby creating a more conducive environment for industrial and 
commercial investments in the region. 
The officials of the State Government, particularly the Transmission Division, expressed 
their sincere gratitude to the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), 
the Hon'ble Prime Minister, and the Hon'ble Minister of DoNER for extending timely 
financial support to address one of the State's long-standing critical power infrastructure 
challenges. They acknowledged that the project has provided a lasting solution to a 
problem for which the State had been seeking assistance for many years. 

  



 

 

  



2. Upgradation of the Radiation Oncology Centre at CIHSR, Dimapur (approved cost 
Rs. 34.50 cr under PM-DevINE. Status – Ongoing. Date of approval – 13/06/2024. 
Tentative Date of completion – 30/08/2026) : During the visit on 18/06/2026, it was 
observed that the project had achieved approximately 95% physical progress. All the 
required equipment had been procured and installed. The project is expected to become 
operational by August 2026. 

The project comprises three major components, namely: (i) Nuclear Medicine Facility, (ii) 
High-Energy Linear Accelerator (LINAC) Bunker, and (iii) High-Dose-Rate (HDR) 
Brachytherapy Facility. These facilities are the first of their kind in the State of Nagaland 
and are expected to significantly strengthen cancer diagnosis and treatment services. 

Upon commissioning, the project will greatly enhance access to advanced oncology 
services, particularly for the early diagnosis and treatment of cervical cancer, thyroid 
cancer, and other malignancies, thereby reducing the need for patients to seek treatment 
outside the State and lowering their out-of-pocket healthcare expenditure. The treatment 
services are proposed to be provided under the Ayushman Bharat scheme, making 
advanced cancer care more accessible and affordable for the people of Nagaland. 

The officials of the Christian Institute of Health Sciences and Research (CIHSR), Dimapur 
expressed their sincere gratitude to the Government of India, the Ministry of Development 
of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), and the North Eastern Council (NEC) for their 
continued support in establishing these state-of-the-art healthcare facilities, which will 
substantially improve cancer care services for the people of Nagaland and the wider North 
Eastern Region. 

  



  



 

3. Establishment of North East Regional Multi-disciplinary Paramedical Institute 
(NERMPI) at CIHSR, Dimapur (approved cost Rs. 49.81 cr. Under the Scheme of 
NEC. Status – completed. Date of approval – 26/02/2014. Date of completion – 
09/09/2024) : During the site was visited on 18/06/2026, the following point were observed 
by the team : 

Objective of the project – To establish a fully operation NERMPI- Allied Health Sciences 
with facilities like Institute block, Administrative building, Examination hall, Library, 
Students Hostel, equipment, Blood Bank, Laboratory etc.  

Achievement of the project : 

a) Established a student's hostel for 370 students which is fully occupied. 
b) Developed a state of the art Operation theater complex with 6 modular theaters and 

2 more minor theater. 
c) Developed a full-fledged ICU, 3 level NICU, ICCU. 
d) Developed an NABL accredited comprehensive laboratory. 
e) Developed physiotherapy and occupational therapy departments which cater to 

people with disability and also students. 
f) Established the first Paramedical college in Nagaland conducting 9 Paramedical  

Bachelors courses (allied health science) affiliated to the Nagaland University. 125 
students enrolled in different courses 

g) Established a new building complex of library, Institutional building, administrative 
blocks and multipurpose examination building etc. 

Following members were present on the briefing from the CIHSR, Dimapur : 

A. Dr. Yethovi Tuccu, CMO 
B. Dr. Paul Ravindran, Principal 
C. Dr. Asha Jose, Oncologist 
D. Dr. Khrutsozo Kikhi, Oncologist 
E. Mr. Rabenthung Ngulle, General Superintendent. 
F. Mr. Debarshi Saha, Project Engineer 
G. Dr. Clement Momin, MS-ENT 
H. Ms. Deepti Singh, Head of Finance 

  



 

  



4. Upgradation of AT Road from Tsurangra to Impur Junction- 26.335 km including 3 
nos. of bridge (approved cost Rs. 93.98 cr. Under the NESIDS (Roads). Status – 
completed. Date of approval – 05/08/2019. Date of completion – 14/11/2024) : The 
project site was visited on 19/06/2026 along with officials of the Public Works Department 
(Roads & Bridges), Government of Nagaland. During the visit, it was observed that the 
completed road has significantly improved connectivity and enhanced the livelihood 
opportunities of the people residing in the surrounding areas, particularly Merangkong, 
Asangma, Kilengmen, and Longjang villages, while also benefiting the residents of Tuli 
Town and Mokokchung District in general. 

It was further observed that routine maintenance of the road, including rectification and 
repair of minor defects, had been undertaken to ensure its continued serviceability and 
durability. 

The project has provided the necessary infrastructure to unlock the development potential 
of the region by facilitating growth in key sectors such as tourism, horticulture, forestry, 
and agro-based industries. Improved road connectivity has also enhanced access to 
markets, educational institutions, healthcare facilities, and other essential public services, 
thereby contributing to the socio-economic development of the area. 

The officials of the Public Works Department (Roads & Bridges), Government of Nagaland 
expressed their sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Development of North Eastern 
Region (MDoNER) and the North Eastern Council (NEC) for extending financial 
assistance for the construction of the road, which has significantly improved connectivity 
and quality of life for the local population. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(N. KISHAN SINGH) 
JSA (HEALTH) 

DATE 14/07/2026 





















 



















Report on Media Familiarization Tour to Assam 

(24–27 June 2026) 

1. Overview 

As part of the Phase-III Media Familiarization Tour organized by the Ministry of Development 

of North Eastern Region (MDoNER) in collaboration with the North Eastern Council (NEC), 

a media delegation visited Assam from 24th to 27th June 2026. The objective of the tour was 

to provide media representatives with first-hand exposure to key developmental projects 

implemented under NESIDS (Roads) and PM-DevINE, while facilitating direct interaction 

with implementing agencies, government officials and local beneficiaries to understand the 

socio-economic impact of these interventions. 

Media Representatives 

• Mr. Ajeet Dwivedi – DD News 

• Mr. Prashant Shekhar Mishra – Hindustan Samachar 

• Mr. Vikas Choubey – Haribhoomi 

• Mr. Ajay Ramanlal Rami – Nav Gujarat Samay 

• Mr. Pankaj Baishya – Cameraman, DD News 

NEC/MDoNER Officials 

• Mr. Avi Sharma – Conducting Officer, North Eastern Council (NEC) 

• Ms. Anamika Joshi – Social Media Manager, MDoNER/NEC 

• Ms. Ibakordor Thangkhiew – Photographer, MDoNER/NEC 

State Government / Implementing Agency Officials 

During the field visits, the delegation was received and briefed by senior officers and engineers 

of the respective implementing agencies, including officials from: 

• Public Works Roads Department (PWD), Government of Assam. 

• B. Borooah Cancer Institute (BBCI), Guwahati, including senior doctors, project 

officials and representatives of the Department of Health & Family Welfare, 

Government of Assam, associated with the PM-DevINE project. 

• Local authorities at the respective project locations. 

The officials briefed the media delegation on project planning, implementation strategy, 

present physical and financial progress, technical features, challenges encountered during 

execution and the anticipated socio-economic benefits accruing from the projects. 

2. Projects Visited 

(i) Construction of RCC Bridge No. 3/1 on the Road from NH-39 near Silonijan 

to Dhansiri Par Ghat via Panika Basti under NESIDS (Roads) 

The delegation visited the 108-metre RCC Bridge No. 3/1 and the associated 4.00 km road 

project connecting NH-39 near Silonijan to Dhansiri Par Ghat via Panika Basti. The project 



has significantly improved connectivity in the area by replacing an earlier inadequate crossing 

and providing all-weather access to surrounding villages. 

Officials from the implementing agency briefed the media on the technical aspects of the 

bridge, construction methodology and the challenges encountered during execution. The 

delegation also interacted with local residents and beneficiaries, who shared that the completed 

bridge has substantially reduced travel time and enhanced access to educational institutions, 

healthcare facilities and local markets. The improved connectivity has also facilitated the 

movement of agricultural, horticultural and forest produce, thereby contributing to better 

livelihood opportunities for the local population. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

(ii) Construction of Road from Bogamati to Bheragaon via Naobandha Village, 

Udalguri District under NESIDS (Roads) 

The media delegation visited the 25.10 km road project connecting Bogamati near the Indo–

Bhutan border to Bheragaon, passing through Naobandha, Athareekhat, Santipur, 

Dharamjuli and several other villages. The project, sanctioned at a cost of ₹131.72 crore, 

includes the construction of four RCC bridges and is designed to improve connectivity to the 

eco-tourism destination of Bogamati, the Barnadi Wildlife Sanctuary and key transport 

corridors in Udalguri District. 

During the visit, engineers from the Public Works Roads Department explained the project's 

progress, engineering features and expected completion timeline. The media team also 

interacted extensively with local villagers, farmers, traders and community representatives 

from the project corridor. Beneficiaries expressed that the improved road connectivity would 

provide year-round access to markets, schools, healthcare facilities and government services, 

while also promoting eco-tourism and facilitating the transportation of agricultural, 

horticultural, handloom and handicraft products. The project is expected to benefit 

approximately 4–5 lakh people across the region and significantly improve the socio-

economic conditions of the remote border areas. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

(iii) Establishment of Dedicated Services for Management of Paediatric and 

Adult Haematolymphoid Cancers in North East India, Guwahati under PM-

DevINE 

The delegation visited the ongoing PM-DevINE project at Dr. B. Borooah Cancer Institute 

(BBCI), Guwahati, aimed at establishing dedicated services for the management of paediatric 

and adult haematolymphoid cancers. The project has a sanctioned cost of ₹129 crore and had 

achieved nearly 80% physical progress at the time of the visit, with finishing works in 

progress. 

The media representatives were briefed by Dr. B.B Borthakur, Director, (BBCI), Guwahati 

on the advanced diagnostic and treatment facilities being established under the project and their 

importance in strengthening specialized cancer care across the North Eastern Region. The 

delegation interacted with doctors, healthcare personnel and beneficiaries, who highlighted the 

significance of developing advanced cancer treatment facilities within the region, thereby 

reducing the need for patients to travel outside the North East for specialized care. 

 



 

 

  



 

3. Key Interactions 

Throughout the tour, the media delegation engaged in extensive interactions with: 

• Officials of the implementing agencies. 

• Engineers and project management teams. 

• Director and Medical professionals at Dr. B. Borooah Cancer Institute. 

• Local elected representatives and community leaders. 

• Farmers, traders, students and residents residing in the project influence areas. 

• Direct beneficiaries of the completed bridge and ongoing road project. 

These interactions enabled the media representatives to obtain first-hand accounts of the 

developmental impact of the projects and understand the challenges faced by local 

communities prior to implementation. Beneficiaries shared their experiences regarding 

improved connectivity, easier access to essential services, increased economic opportunities 

and enhanced quality of life resulting from the Government's infrastructure investments. 

4. Outcomes 

The Media Familiarization Tour successfully showcased the developmental initiatives being 

undertaken by MDoNER in Assam and provided media representatives with authentic field-

level exposure to flagship projects under NESIDS-Roads and PM-DevINE. The tour 

strengthened engagement between the media, implementing agencies and local communities, 

enabling balanced and evidence-based reporting on the socio-economic benefits of these 

projects. 

The visit also generated substantial media coverage through DD News, Hindustan Samachar, 

Haribhoomi and Nav Gujarat Samay, thereby enhancing public awareness regarding the 

Government of India's developmental initiatives in the North Eastern Region. 

5. Publications (as on 02.07.2026): 

• https://english.hindusthansamachar.in//Encyc/2026/7/1/BBCI-

CANCER-UNIT-GUWAHATI.php 

• https://english.hindusthansamachar.in//Encyc/2026/6/26/ASSAM-

KARBI-ANGLONG-ROAD-BRIDG.php 
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