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CHAIRMAN OVER THE YEARS

B. K. NEHRU 
1.8.1972 TO 18.9.1973

LOKNATH MISHRA
16.3.1991 TO 29.4.1991

LT GEN (RETD) S K SINHA
16.11.1999  TO 31.5.2003

L.P. SINGH 
19.9.1973  TO 11.8.1981

S.N. DWIVEDY 
30.4.1991 TO 4.7.1993

LT GEN ( RETD) AJAI SINGH 
3.6.2003 TO 15.3.2005

PABAN SINGH  GHATOWAR 
12.7.2011 TO 26.5.2014

GEN (RETD) V K SINGH  
27.5.2014  TO 9.11.2014

RAJNATH SINGH 
7.7.2018 TO 30.5.2019

DR. JITENDRA-SINGH 
9.11.2014 to  6.7.2018

AMIT SHAH 
30.5.2019 TO TILL DATE

G. KISHAN REDDY 
(VICE CHAIRMAN) 2021 TO TILL DATE

PRAKASH MEHROTRA
18.6.1982  TO 28.3.1984

MADHUKAR DIGHE
5.7.1993  TO 20.10.1993

P.R. KYNDIAH 
16.3.2005 TO 24.10.2006

HARIDEO JOSHI 
11.5.1989 TO 26.7.1989

LT GEN(RETD) S K SINHA
17.5.1999 TO 1.8.1999

DR MANMOHAN SINGH
23.5.2009 TO 28.5.2009

MATA PRASAD 
20.10.1993  TO 16.5.1999

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 
25.10.2006 TO  22.5.2009

D.D. THAKUR
23.5.1990 TO 15.3.1991

ARAVIND DAVE
2.8.1999 TO  15.11.1999

 B.K. HANDIQUE
28.5.2009 TO 12.7.2011

BHISHMA NARAYAN SINGH
16.4.1984 TO 10.5.1989



SECRETARIES OVER THE YEARS

D.K. BHATTACHARYA, IAS
01.08.72 TO 23.03.75

L.M. MENEZES, IAS
03.09.90 TO 01.01.93

KAMAL TAORI 
13.08.04 TO 18.07.05

K. MIRANI, IAS
23.03.1976 TO 01.03.82

H.A.D. SAWIAN, IAS
25.07.93 TO 31.08.96

H.V. LALRINGA, IAS
09.08.05 TO 28.02.07

GYAN CHAND, IAS
01.03.82 TO 31.03.83

TAKAP RINGU, IAS
01.09.96 TO 19.07.99

SUSHMA SINGH, IAS 
01.03.07 TO 08.08.07

R.K. TIKKU, IAS
26.09.86 TO 08.01.90

H.W.T. SYIEM, IAS
05.04.2000 TO 30.07.02

JARNAIL SINGH, IAS
01.02.09 TO 02.03.09

J.S. SYIEM, IAS
22.07.99 TO 12.03.2000 

D.W. TELANG, IAS
12.01.90 TO 31.08.90

P.L. THANGA, IAS
05.08.02 TO 12.08.04

 AMEISING LUIKHAM IAS 
07.05.13 TO 12.06.15

P.H. TRIVEDI, IAS
24.03.83 TO 11.07.86

RAM MULVAH, IAS
10.09.15 TO 05.11.19

K. MOSES CHALAI 
05.11.19 TO till date

FALGUNI RAJ KUMAR, IAS 
09.08.07 TO 03.01.09

U.K. SANGMA, IAS
03.03.09 TO 07.05.13

S.N. BROHMO CHAUDHURY, IES
24.06.15 TO 09.09.15
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Engineering Marvel:The hanging bridge at Dite-Dime in Arunachal Pradesh.



N
O

RT
H  EASTERN  COUNCIL50Years

8 9 North Eastern Council

CHAPTER FIVE

CONNECTING 
PEOPLE’S LIVES TO 
DEVELOPMENT
Realising that it was important for North East 
Region’s people to mingle with the outside world, 
NEC made conscious and sincere efforts to bring 
more connectivity and opportunities to the region 
and touch people’s lives in a way so as to make a 
positive impact

1981-90

The journey that began in 1972 was charting out its 
course in the 80s. After initial years, which were 
more about understanding and formulating policies 
that would be vital for North East Region’s (NER) 
development, North Eastern Council (NEC) 

started working on implementing its ideas on the ground. It was a 
time when foundation of  various institutions was being laid in the 
country and many projects were being started. A new resurgent 
North East was taking shape.
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It was a decade marked largely by landmark developments across 
almost all walks of  life and having large-scale political and social 
impact: From India hosting Asian Games to the assassination 
of  then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi following the storming 
of  Golden Temple by Indian Army; from the sending of  Indian 
peacekeepers into war-ravaged Jaffna, Sri Lanka, to the country’s tryst 
with coalition Governments in New Delhi leading to some political 

against elected Governments in various North East States and that 
meant that North Eastern Council had to renew its efforts to bring 
its population back to the mainstream. 

Towards this end, attempts were made to improve connectivity 
by setting up an important road bridge across Brahmaputra river. 
Large-scale efforts went into the setting up of  Kalia Bhomora 
Bridge across the Brahmaputra near Tezpur and it was dedicated 
to the nation by then Prime Minister of  India on April 14, 1987. It 
helped in great measure in the spheres of  development and bringing 
about positive changes in the lives of  the region’s people.

Sincere efforts were made for overall development of  North East 
Region to make more opportunities available to people. Agriculture 
is the largest employer in North East Region, which is known for 

A worker collects pineapples.
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its agri-horti produces like Khasi Mandarin of  Meghalaya, Kachai 
Lemon of  Manipur, Queen Pineapple of  Tripura and Bhoot Jolokia 
that has received even the geographical indication (GI) tag. However, 
the revenue earned from agricultural sector by this part of  country 
remained low as surplus products get wasted due to lack of  initiative 
in processing, value addition and adequate marketing. 

In order to maximise its potential for agro food processing, 

set up in 1982 as a regional apex body for organising processing, 
marketing and promotion of  sales of  agri-horticultural produce. 

This was a game-changer which helped potential entrepreneurs 
to get exposure to advanced processing technologies and farmers 
by providing them with appropriate market linkages as well as 
remunerative prices for their produces.

There was also an emphasis on the extension of  higher education 
through setting up North Eastern Regional Institute of  Science and 
Technology (NERIST) in Nirjuli, Arunachal Pradesh, in 1984. This 
would naturally encourage local population to study here rather than 
heading out. The series of  EDPs from 1985 to 1990 organised by 
National Institute of  Small Industry Extension Training (NISIET) 

The workers processing pineapple juice at NERAMAC factory in 1988.
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and the role these played in encouraging entrepreneurship too was 
to ensure that North East Region turned prosperous.

In the 26th Council Meeting, Council Members had expressed 

86 and directed Council's Secretariat to take effective measures 
for better utilisation of  funds. The Council Secretariat accordingly 
reviewed ground position and took effective measures for better 
utilisation of  Plan funds for 1986-87. 

The measures undertaken include periodic review meetings with 
Chairman, NEC, monthly/weekly review of  progress reports of  

  A patient undergoes investigation in Regional Dental College, Guwahati in 1982.

Students at North East Regional Institute of Science and Technology, Itanagar, 1986.
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various sectorial schemes under NEC's Plan, regular follow-up 
action with Ministries concerned of  the Government of  India 
at appropriate levels and coordinated efforts with Development 
Commissioners of  States for resolving cases pending with State 
Governments and other implementing agencies.

Many important schemes which the Council sanctioned during 
this period included (1) Ranganadi Hydro Electric Project in 
Arunachal Pradesh, (2) Gas-based Power Project (Tripura), (3) 132-
KV transmission line in Gohpur (Assam) and Itanagar (Arunachal 
Pradesh), (4) Mechanical Cargo Handling Plant in Pandu, Assam, 
(5) Regional ITI for Women in Tinsukia, Assam, (6) Modernisation 
of  the Imphal ITI in Manipur, (7) Setting up of  Linemen Training 

Power transmission lines have connected the NER to a brighter future.

Tribal's make and test their musical instruments.
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Officials inspect an under construction tunnel.

Centre, Mizoram, (8) Setting up of  Food and Drugs Laboratory (one 
each) in Agartala, Shillong and Gauhati, (9) Setting up of  Regional 
Science Museum in Gauhati, Assam, (10) Establishment of  Rubber 
Processing Factory in Tripura, (11) Raising of  Dioscores Floribunda 
Plantation and Processing for Manufacture of  Diosgenin/16-
DPA, Tripura, (12) Sub-Tropical Botanical Garden in Nagaland, 
(13) Regional Buffalo Breeding Farm in Assam and Manipur, (14) 
Regional Veterinary Biological Centre in Tripura, (15) Regional 
Piggery Farm in Meghalaya, and (16) Watershed Management 
Projects (Umtongphar in Meghalaya, Hirihiri in Assam, Lowangleima 
in Manipur and Dikhu in Nagaland).

LENDING A HELPING HAND TO FARMERS

agro-climatic zones in the NER, viz., the plains and hills. While Assam 
and Tripura comprised the largest hectarage under potato grown in 

altitudes of  1,500 and 3,500 metres. In the plains, it was taken as a 
rabi crop while, in the hills, it was spring/summer crop. 

In some places (like Khasi hills of  Meghalaya), two crops were 

larger area, and the second in July-August, in a smaller area. In the 

Officials inspect an under construction tunnel
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A farmer collects potatoes from her field. 

hills, the sowing was done in raised beds made along the slopes after 
burning the beds to prevent infection of  soil-borne diseases, such 
as brown rot. The use of  inputs like fertilisers and chemicals gained 
acceptance gradually.

However, the yield per unit area of  land sown was much below the 
optimum. It could be attributed to the use of  indistinct varieties 
highly susceptible to the late blight disease during the rainy season 
and depletion of  the soil fertility due to continuous soil erosion. 
However, the introduction of  improved varieties like Khufri Jyoti, 
SLB/Z 405-A, Kufri Khasi Garo etc gained popularity in due course.

A farmer collects potatoes from her field

HOWEVER, THE YIELD PER UNIT 
AREA OF LAND SOWN WAS 
MUCH BELOW THE OPTIMUM. IT 
COULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE 
USE OF INDISTINCT VARIETIES 
HIGHLY SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE LATE 
BLIGHT DISEASE DURING THE 
RAINY SEASON AND DEPLETION 
OF THE SOIL FERTILITY DUE TO 
CONTINUOUS SOIL EROSION
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A woman harvests paddy in Arunanchal Pradesh.

The pace of  replacement of  local varieties with the improved ones, 

varieties in the North Eastern Region. Khasi hills were the major source 

hills and plains.

Whatever little area was covered under the improved varieties was due to the 
efforts of  the Central Potato Research Station in Upper Shillong, Meghalaya, 
which supplied breeder/foundation seed to select growers in Khasi hills for 

Some of  the States procuring seeds from Himachal Pradesh, but the quantity 
obtained was quite less and involved heavy investment.

A woman harvests paddy in Arunanchal Pradesh

Farmers in the field.


